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vogue in the party. The affection shown by the comrades prevented
me from criticizing them. Those gestures were not native to the
Communist Party. [How then had they developed?] In every town,
branches of the DMK had sprung up and their members "showed
off" a great deal. The Communists felt compelled to demonstrate
to the DMK men that they were in no way inferior to the latter
in any field. The imitative quality that had entered the Communists
was something that I found extremely uncongenial. The pity of it
all was that the Communists failed to realize that they could not
prevail over the DMK by such actions. Apart from these extraneous
matters, the attitude of the comrades in moving with me, demons-
trating their comradeship, and discussing issues left nothing to be
desired.
It was in the course of my travels that I stayed in the chawls of
labourers and the humble huts of poor farmers, partook of their
hospitality, and ate their food. I truly enjoyed the opportunities that
came my way to become acquainted with the way of life of the workers
and farmers. My experiences gave me wholly new insights into the
life of the people. I was able to see in many places the healthy, vibrant
throb of life that was truly alive. I experienced a surge of hope and
courage about life itself. Life among the upper strata appeared to
rest on falsity, ostentation, and eroded ethical values. The humble
folk whom I met had no intellectual pretensions. They were total
strangers to bogus notions of etiquette. They lived as communists
without ever having received "instruction" in ideology. What did it
matter even if they were not as "good communists" as I had thought?
They were good men. I shall never deny that they were exemplars
of the good life.
At the places where I spoke there were many who did not like
my attitude of support for the Congress. At certain places some
comrades even came up to me with the advice: "Please confine
yourself to criticism of the DMK." Once I was upon the platform I
would speak exactly as I actually thought, regardless of whatever
anybody might have told me. From almost every town, within a
few days after my speech, reports and accusations used to be sent
to the provincial committee of the party. I used to refer to the
resolution of the Amritsar Congress to justify my position. That
resolution had provided a place for just about everything!
There was quite a bit of talk to the effect that after Bala-
dandayutham's release, "flunkeyism" towards the Congress had